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International application No. 
PCT/ILO4/O06I0 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion „_„______ 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
[X] the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation orthe international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of 

international search (Rules 123(a) and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

PI a sequence listing 

I I table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of materia I 

0 on paper 

1 I in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

[~] filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

O furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more titan one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablcfs) relating thereto has been filed 

or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the 
application as tiled or does not go beyond the application hs filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 
PO7IL04/0061D 


Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

1 . ^ Jji response to the invitation (Form PCT/fSA/206) to pay additional fees the applicant has. within the applicable time limit 

I | paid additions! fees 

Q paid additional fees under protest and, where applicable, the protest fee 
[~] paid additional fees under protest but the applicable protest fee was not paid 
not paid additional fees 

2. m This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose not to invite the applicant to 

pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rule 1 3.1 , 13.2 and 133 is 
[ | complied with 

[X] not complied with for the following reasons: 

See the lack of unity section of the International Search Report(Form PCT/1SA/2I0) 


4. Consequently, this opinion has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
f~l the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Bpx No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 fiis.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting sucb statement 


Novelty (N) Claims NONE _ . YES 

Claims LJ30 NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims NONE 
Claims 1-130 


2. Citations and explanations: 
Please See Continuation Sheet 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-130 YES 

Claims NONE ; N.O 
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Supplemental Box 

It! case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient 


International application No. 

PCT/n,rwoo6io 


V. 2. Citations and Explanations: 

Claims I - 1 30 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Takahashi {U.S. Patent No. 5,90 1 ,806). 

Takahashi discloses a method of evaluating the driving behavior in a vehicle, comprising determining values of a plurality of 
parameters of the operation of a first vehicle in a first road segment; determining values of the plurality of parameters fp-r one or more 
sewnd vehicles in a second mad segment having similar properties to those of the first road segment; comparing the determined values 
of the first vehicle and the one of the second vehicles (cars); and providing an evaluation of the driving behavior of the first vehicle, 
responsive to the comparison (See col. 1, lines 43-60; col. 2, lines 8-24,49-65; col. 7, lines 56-63). 

Takahashi discloses the plurality or parameters includes at least one parameter which relates to braking or decelerating of the first vehicle 
before a road point requiring deceleration (See col. 4, lines 25-53); it discloses one parameter related to behavior at a road curve (See cpl. 
8, lines 31-37). Moreover, Takahashi discloses a method Of evaluating the driving behavior in a vehicle comprising receiving sensor on 
the operation of a first vehicle in a first road segment; determining structural information on the first road segment (via camera); and 
analyzing a behavior of the first vehicle responsive to the sensor readings and the structural information, by comparing to behavior Of 
one or more vehicles under similar circumstances (See col. 4, lines 25-65); the sensor readings comprising receiving from an 
acccleromeler, a location sensor, it also discloses determining structural information comprises determining a slope of the first road 
segment (See col. 3). Takahashi disclose the driving beliavior of a driver when the driver is new to the road, Ihe road tends to drive 
carefully, so that the driver's operation on the accelerator becomes abrupt, and the standard deviation increases. Without uiformation 
about forthcoming circumstances, the driver performs a corrective action to adjust the accelerator opening repeatedly at short intervals by 
checking the circumstances. As a result the driver operates the accelerator frequently. When, on the oilier hand, the mad is familiar to 
the driver, and the driver has a good knowledge qF the circumstances ahead, the driver can drive smoothly without useless accelerator 
operations, and hence the standard deviation decreases. When the standard deviation is large, it is judges that the driver is driving 
carefully (See col. 10, lines 48-65). Takahashi discloses a traffic directives or warnings applicable to a vehicle (See col. 7, lines 56-63). 

Claims I -1 30 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Nakashima (U-S. Patent No. 5,544,053). 

Nakashima discloses a method of evaluating the driving behavior in a vehicle, comprising determining values of a plurality of 
parameters of the operation of a first vehicle in a first road segment; determining values or the plurality of parameters for one or more 
second vehicles in a second road segment having similar properties to those of the first road segment; comparing Ihe determined values 
of the first vehicle and the one of the second vehicles (cars); and providing an evaluation of the driving behavior of the first vehicle, 
responsive to the comparison (See col. 14, lines 5-65). 

Takahashi discloses the plurality of parameters includes at least one parameter which relates to braking or decelerating of the first vehicle 
before a road point requiring deceleration (See speed range setting means in Fig.l); it discloses one parameter related to beliavior at a 
road curve (See col. 17, lines 30-38). Moreover, Takahashi discloses a method of evaluating die driving behavior in a vehicle comprising 
receiving sensor on the operation of a first vehicle in a first road segment; determining structural information on the first road segment 
(via camera); and analyzing a behavior of the first vehicle responsive to the sensor reading!) and the structural information, by comparing 
to behavior of one or more vehicles under similar circumstances (See Fig. I #10, 11, 12); the sensor readings comprising receiving from 
an accelerometer, a location sensor, it also discloses determining structural information comprises determining a slope of the first road 

,'icgmED^M,r^l..l.I_ujmi 33-40); 
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Nakashima disclose that if the driver's manner or driving or the condition of « road do not desire an acceleration but rather desires a 
deceleration, for example, upon running down on a downhill slope, the downhill weak engine brake mode (i a, the control mode 2) or 
the downhill strong engine brake mode (i.«., the control mode 3) is selected to forcedly perform a downshift- This makes it possible to 
allow the vehicle to run downhill applying engine brakes, thereby minimizing braking operations to be needed by the driver and hence 
facililating the driving on the downhill slope (Sec col. 34, lines 3-67). It discloses the driving behavior of of the driver (See col. 33, lines 
59-67). 


Form PCT/ISA/237 (Supplemental Box) (April 2005) 


